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© 3/26/88 Q 
Hampton Coliseum, Hampton, VA 


Set 1; Hell in a Bucket > Sugaree, Stir It Up, New Min- 
glewood Blues, Peggy-O, Mexicali Blues > Big River, 
Row Jimmy, Stuck Inside of Mobile (with the Memphis 
Blues Again), Might As Well 

Set 2: China Cat Sunflower > I Know You Rider, Play- 
ing in the Band > Uncle John’s Band > Drums > Space > 
Gimme Some Lovin’ > The Wheel > All Along the 
Watchtower > Black Peter > One More Saturday Night 


Encore: Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door 


1. Source: SBD, Quality: A, Length: 2:50 

2. Source: FM-SBD (Healy FM), Quality: A, Length: 2:50 
3. Source: AUD, Quality: A-, Length: 2:50 
Highlights: None 


This was a solid, if not great show in a year pretty full of 
duds. From the opening notes of “Hell in a Bucket” the band 
demonstrated a new, more solid sound, with Phil exception- 
ally deep and tight. It sounded more like a really great stereo 
system than a sound reinforcement apparatus. For this night 
Bobby was way up in the mix and Jerry certainly wasn’t loud 
enough. “Stir It Up” is only a fragment that dissolves into 
laughter and does not in and of itself make this tape worth 
seeking out. The second set is also well played, with some 
interesting sound being contributed by the newly somewhat 
MIDI-fied drums. In a year full of lame shows, this one 
stands out as being not as lame as most of them but still 
missing that X-factor that was even more elusive in 1988. 
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Hampton Coliseum, Hampton, VA 


Set 4: Iko Iko, Little Red Rooster, Stagger Lee, Ballad of 
a Thin Man > Cumberland Blues > Me and My Uncle > 
To Lay Me Down > Let It Grow 

Set 2: Space > So What > Sugar Magnolia > Scarlet 
Begonias > Fire on the Mountain > Estimated Prophet > 
Eyes of the World > Drums > Space Reprise > Goin’ 
Down the Road Feeling Bad > I Need a Miracle > Dear 
Mr. Fantasy > Sunshine Daydream 


Encore: U.S. Blues 


4. Source: SBD (Ultramatrix), Quality: A, Length: 2:40 
2. Source: FM-SBD (Healy FM), Quality: A-, Length: 


2:40 


March 1988 




































3. Source: AUD, Quality: A—, Length: 2:40 

4. Source: FM-SBD (GDH 113), Quality: A, Length: 
0:40 (“Stagger Lee,” “Ballad of a Thin Man” > “Cumber- 
land Blues” > “Me and My Uncle” > “To Lay Me Down” > 
“Let It Grow”) 

5. Source: FM-SBD (GDH 468), Quality: A, Length: 
0:10 (“Ballad of a Thin Man”) 

Highlights: All 


This show is the “real deal.” From start to finish the Dead 
were both loose and tight, powerful and delicate, pre- 
dictable and full of surprises. ’'ve always had this theory 
that the third or fourth show of a tour will be a hot one, and 
this show supports it in spades. The first set features the 
first-ever “Ballad of a Thin Man” and the first “To Lay Me 
Down” since 10/17/83. Bobby simply growls his way 
through “Thin Man” like he wrote it. Everything from that 
point on through the end of the first set flows seamlessly. 
The second set continues the theme of surprises and 
solid playing. An opening sequence of “Space” followed by 
a little noodle around the Miles Davis tune “So What” leads 
into the surprise Bobby opener of “Sugar Magnolia.” What 
follows is your basic seamless “Scarlet” > “Fire” > “Eyes 
suite with every tune stand-out versions. The boys had 
played this segment the year before but left out “Eyes of the 
World.” The pre-“Drums” segment here is fifty-two min- 
utes long, which means that for all of us with radio receivers 
hooked up to our cassette decks—to catch Healy’s FM 
broadcast—a nasty cut at the end of “Eyes” would result 
when we used a ninety-minute cassette tape. After “Drums” 
the energy level drops off a little bit, but the show ends 
with the “Sunshine Daydream” segment and nobody was 
disappointed. Just recently (at least to me) a full digital 
audience matrix soundboard of the second set surfaced, 
erasing that nasty cut. The sound quality is top-notch. This 
is one of the top shows and top tapes of 1988 and worth 


seeking out. 
JOHN CADWELL 
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Hampton Coliseum, Hampton, VA 


Set 1: Feel like a Stranger > Franklin’s Tower, Box of 
Rain, When Push Comes to Shove, Walkin’ Blues, It 
Must Have Been the Roses, When I Paint My Master- 
piece, Bird Song, The Music Never Stopped 

Set 2: Touch of Grey, Man Smart (Woman Smarter), 
Ship of Fools, Truckin’ > Drums > Space > The Other 
One > Stella Blue > Throwing Stones > Not Fade Away 


Encore: The Mighty Quinn (Quinn, the Eskimo) 








2:50 
2. Source: AUD, Quality: A-, Length: 2:50 
Highlights: None 


Į] hadn’t listened to this tape for a long while. I remem- 
bered it as not sounding all that good. Much to my sur- 
prise, although it is a little compressed and the high end is 
not all that extended (probably a result of my taping 
setup—it was an old Vector Research Boombox with 
detachable speakers and all these high-tech knobs; the 
built-in tape deck section was supposedly good for ap to 
14 KHz; my friends and I called it the “boombox that 
makes every tape sound good” because it had an uncanny 
ability to take a bad high-gen tape or a beat audience 
recording and make it sound good), all in all it is a quite 
listenable tape. Every instrument is clearly delineated, the 
drums are punchy, and the vocals are very clean. EUe 
now and then some reception static intrudes, but this is 
not a major problem. The first set is a smoker with an 
interesting selection of songs. The song selections in the 
a aes necessarily to my liking, but they are all 
well played. All in alla i i 
AN good show with good quality tapes 
Well, there you have it, a “typical” Hampton weekend 
One top-flight show (3/27/88), one additional top-flight 
first set (3/28/88), and the rest above average (for the year) 
A great hall, great sound, and great friends. That’s what 
kept me coming back to Hampton year after year. If only I 
hadn’t blown off the ’89 shows. YIKES! : 
JOHN CADWELL 
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Meadowlands Arena, East Rutherford, NJ 


| Set 1: Bertha > Greatest Story Ever Told > Hey Pocky 
| Way > West L.A. Fadeaway > Queen Jane Approxi- 
al > Big Railroad Blues > Cassidy > Don’t Ease Me 
Set 2 Shakedown Street > Looks like Rain, Uncle 
pe Band > Playing in the Band > Uncle John’s Band 
Ì Prise Ss Drums > Space > The Wheel > Gimme Some 
| ovin’ > Morning Dew > Turn On Your Lovelight 

| Encore: Black Muddy River 












3 Source: SBD (Ultramatrix), Quality: A, Length: 2:25 

5 wos AUD, Quality: B+, Length: 2:25 

2" Source: FM-SBD (Healy FM), Quality: 

: y: A, Length: 
ee Muddy River” //) i ss 
ighlights: Bertha, West L.A. Fadeaw: i 

h , West L.A. xe 
Ke Rain, Morning Dew oe 


Reviews: March 1988 


1. Source: FM-SBD (Healy FM), Quality: A-, Length: 


A few songs into reviewing this show, I stopped and asked 
myself where this tape had been for the past ten years. Even 
though this was my first show since 1980, I had forgotten 
the many highlights, strong performances, and sheer jo 
that shoot through almost every song. j g 
, The first set bristles with sharply played, energetically 
jammed standards, from “Bertha” and “Cassidy,” which we 
all love, to ones that seldom find favor, such as “Hey Pocky 
Way” and “Don’t Ease Me In.” Absent is the frequent alter- 
nation of strong jamming songs and lyric-dominated tunes; 
everything is maxed out. f 

l But the second set leads to the evening’s greatest sur- 
prise: “Looks like Rain.” It is very strongly sung by Bobby, 
and a smoothly delivered rap perfectly balanced by Jerty’s 
extended jamming on the song’s motif. Toward the end he 
does this repeatedly, ratcheting up the energy at the same 
time Bobby does. The exceptional beauty and strength of 
this performance is not missed by the crowd; halfwa 
through a clap-along starts, and well before the end ther 
erupt into applause and cheers. A superb performance of 
one of my favorite Bobby songs. 

“Uncle John’s Band” > “Playing in the Band” > “Uncle 
John’s Band” is note-perfect and smooth, but does not dis- 
play the same emotional power (even allowing for their dif- 
ference:n nature) as what they follow. Still, they are lovely. 

Morning Dew” stands out for strong singing and even 
stronger playing. In fact, listening to it brings 5/8/77 to mind! 

Other second-set songs of the evening are also very 
good; there’s not a dull moment in this opening show for the 
Meadowlands run. While this show is not in the same 
league as many early-’70s shows, or 1990s shows, it 
reminds us of just how good, how strong, and how joytii 
the average Dead show can be. 

THOMAS MULLEN 
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Meadowlands Arena, East Rutherford, NJ 


Set 1: Hell in a Bucket, Sugaree, Me and My Uncle > 
Mexicali Blues, Brown-Eyed Women, When I Paint My 
Masterpiece, Ramble On Rose, Let It Grow 

Set 2: Scarlet Begonias > Fire on the Mountain, Samson 
and Delilah, Terrapin Station > Drums > Space > Goin’ 
Down the Road Feelin’ Bad > I Need a Miracle > Dear 
= Fantasy > Hey Jude Coda > All Along the Watch- 
‘ower 


Encore: Knockin’ on Heaven’s Door 





1. Source: SBD (Ultramatrix), Quality: A, Length: 2:30 


